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Asbury Theological Seminary
Department of New Testament
Fall 1999
NT 520 New Testament Introduction. 3 hours. Wang
Course Description:
An introduction to (1) the literature of the New Testament in its sociohistorical, literary and canonical contexts, (2) critical study of the New
Testament.
Course Objectives:
This course is designed to introduce the student to the following areas of
New Testament study.
(1) Critical methodologies used in studying the New Testament and to
evaluate them.
(2) Questions of Canon and Text of the New Testament.
(3) Questions of introduction about New Testament documents (date,
authorship, genre, purpose, etc.).
(4) The history of the period in which the New Testament was written.
Text Books:
Guthrie, Donald, New Testament Introduction. Revised Edition
Green, Joel B., ed. Hearing the New Testament
Recommended Books:
Ferguson, Everett, Backgrounds of Early Christianity, 2nd ed.
Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (InterVarsity)
Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (InterVarsity)
Dictionary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments
(InterVarsity)
Course Requirements:
Class participation:
It is expected that the student will consistently attend and be adequately
prepared to participate in class sessions by reading the pertinent
sections of the text books and recommended books. (For reading
schedule, consult the Course Outlines.) Students missing (without
excuse from the professor) more than three course sessions will not be
eligible for a passing grade.
Paper:
A concise paper not to exceed 5 pages (typed, double spaced) will be
required. The paper should be developed within the following
parameters:
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1. Select a clearly defined topic or area of critical New Testament
studies.
2. Research the topic or area, reading at least 200 pages.
3. The paper should:
a. Define the topic or area (about half a page).
b. Identify the position of the sources (about half a page).
c. Critique the position of the sources, by indicating their
presuppositions, strengths/weaknesses (about a page and a half).
d. Present and defend your position (about a page).
e. Indicate the impact of the issue and your study on your own
spiritual life and your ministry (about half a page).
f. Provide proper foot notes or end notes.
4. Due Date: Tuesday, November 11, 1999
Grade Contract:
If a student fulfill all the requirements mentioned above, the highest
course grade he/she can achieve will be C+. Students are encouraged to
submit additional works to improve their course grade. Some
possibilities are (but not limited to) research papers, additional readings
(with appropriate note taking, report and evaluation), lesson plans
(with objectives, outlines, exact sources including specific page
numbers so that an intelligent lay person can use your material,
without further research, to teach) charts, etc. This is an opportunity
for the student to design his/her own learning experience which will be
most helpful to his/her life and ministry.
Additional project Due Date: Tuesday, December 7, 1999
Course Outlines:
I. History of New Testament Criticism
David F. Strauss
Ferdinand C. Baur
William Wrede
History of Religions School
Rudolf Bultmann—Demythologizing
New Quest of Historical Jesus
II. Canon and Text of the New Testament
III. Gospels
Nature of Gospel
Synoptic Problem
Form Criticism
Redaction Criticism
Tradition Criticism
Literary Criticism
Synoptic and Johannine Gospels
Critical Introduction to the Individual Gospel
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IV. Acts
V. Epistles
Nature, Functions of Epistles
Critical Introduction to the Individual Epistles
VI. Apocalyptic Literature
Nature of Apocalyptic Literature
Critical Introduction to the Book of Revelation
Interpretations of the Book of Revelation
VII. New Testament History
Life of Jesus
History of the Early Church
Some topics are covered by guided reading of the text books.
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